
By Pastor Jeff Olver
Our Mission Remains The Same

HOPE         newsletter
october  2020  •  volume 18, issue 10                 october  2020  •  volume 18, issue 10                 “My House Shall Be Called A House Of Prayer For All People.”  – Isaiah 56:7“My House Shall Be Called A House Of Prayer For All People.”  – Isaiah 56:7

•sunday Worship services  
   8:30 & 11:00 a.m. - In The Sanctuary 
   Please continue to use social distancing  
   and other safety precautions. 
   Sunday School resumes Oct. 4th, 9:45 a.m.  
• sunday Worship service – 11:00 a.m. 
     www.hopb.org  (YouTube)  
• All Wednesday Evening Activities  
    have resumed at the FLC  
• hoP Devotions – Thurs. – 11:00 a.m. 
      Facebook:  houseofprayerblairsville  
     or at www.hopb.org  
• oct. 2nd – Missions operations  
    committee Meeting  
• oct. 9th & 16th – sewing Ministry      
    meets  - FLc 9 a.m.  
• oct. 13th – Ladies night out - 6 p.m. 
     The view restaurant - Ticket Event  
• oct. 17th – upward Basketball Games 
     begin - 9 a.m. - noon - FLc  
• oct. 25th – Pastor appreciation  
    Fellowship - FLc - 6:00 p.m.  
• oct. 28th – Trunk or Treat - 5:00 p.m. 
  

Continued on Page 4

     With the turning of the leaves this 
year comes the turning of an era at the 
House of Prayer, an era where a faithful 
man selflessly served for nearly four 
decades.  Six years ago, when Pastor 
Jerry Helton would not take no for an 
answer, I could never have guessed this 
is where I would find myself today.  At 
that ime, I served as interim youth 
pastor, a role I told him was temporary 
on muliple occasions.  But He persisted 
in prayer and a firm convicion that the 
role was my stewardship to fill.  
Eventually, God made it clear to me 
that Pastor Jerry was indeed listening to 
His Spirit, and my temporary role 
became full-ime.    Sill, I never 
anicipated Pastor Jerry would pass the 
mantle of shepherding the flock at 
House of Prayer to me.  Now, as I sit 
here, I’m let wondering how do you 
follow such a faithful servant of the 
Lord?  How do you lead ater someone 
who is loved by so many?  How do you 
coninue the legacy of a larger-than-life 
giant of the faith?  What was the secret 
to his impact? I would be dishonest if I 
said quesions like these haven’t 
crossed my mind in the months leading 

up to Pastor Jerry’s reirement.  And 
now here were are.  A new chapter 
has begun at House of Prayer. 
     As I’ve contemplated some of 
those quesions, I keep coming back 
to the same thoughts.  It’s true, I’m 
coming ater the man known as the 
people’s pastor, Jerry Helton, but 
he’s not the man I’m following.  I’m 
following Jesus.  That’s just what 
Pastor Jerry did all of these years.  He 
followed Jesus and asked us to do 
the same.   
     Proverbs 4:25-27 gives us this 
instrucion: 
25Let your eyes look directly forward, 
    and your gaze be straight before   
    you. 
26 Ponder[c] the path of your feet; 
    then all your ways will be sure. 
27 Do not swerve to the right or to the   
    let; turn your foot away from evil. 
      As we prepare for the future 
together, I’m both convinced and 
convicted that this must be how we 
do it.  We’ll not look back, rather, 
we’ll look straight ahead, following 
the path that God puts before us.  
The author of Hebrews would tell us 
“let us run with perseverance the 

The coronavirus is impacting all aspects of our lives.  as a church, we are holding onto Proverbs 3:5-6  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” The best way to stay updated with activities at the church during this time is through our website www.hopb.org or the house of Prayer Facebook page.  if you are unable to access these platforms, be sure to call the church office.  706-745-5925

Church Events . . .

On Campus Simulcast Church Service 
We are now simulcasting the Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Service in the FLC Dining Room. Everyone attending 
the service in this location is asked to wear a mask. 
If you desire interaction with fellow believers but 
are apprehensive due to current circumstances, 
this may be the service for you.



October Birthdays    

   You may not see them often, but they are still members of our church community. 
Please send them a card of encouragement or give them a call when you can.  

   Please call the church office for phone numbers and addresses.
nursing home 
Donna Borozny 
Betty Bridges 

Cathy McHenry 
Pat Phillips 

 
 

Remember Our Shut-Ins
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homebound 
Mae Penland 

Robert Bridges 
Richard & Jean Faille

hoPe newsletter  
is published monthly by 

 The House of Prayer  
Interdenominational Church 

 
contributing Writers 

Jeff Olver 
Darryl Flake 
Peter Kough 

 
 

Design/Pagination/ 
advertising 

Carol R. Walker 
 

copy editor 
Carol McKechnie  

Articles and announcements to be 
published must be submitted on or before 

the second Wednesday of the month 
preceeding the month of issue. All articles 

and announcements submitted are 
subject to approval before publication. 

House of Prayer 
 Interdenominational Church 

1400 Pat Colwell Rd. • P.O. Box 1475  
Blairsville, GA 30514   

706-745-5925   www.hopb.org

The mission of the House of Prayer Church is to bring glory to Jesus Christ  
through worship and praise, to evangelize the lost, to edify and equip the body of 

Christ, and to show Christ’s love to all.

• Senior Pastor, Jeff Olver 
•  Minister of Music, Mildred LeCroy  • Assistant Pastor & C.E. Director, Darryl Flake 

• Student Ministries Pastor, Peter Kough

all advertised goods and services  
displayed here-in are paid advertising and 

are not necessarily endorsed  
by house of Prayer church.

Michael Brown 10/14 
Janice Saylors 10/14 
Julie McPherson 10/15 
Jacqueline Vester 10/15 
Janice Kelley 10/17 
Johnnie Powner 10/17 
Allison Cary 10/18 
Rick Maroe 10/18 
Curtis Dyer 10/19 
Axel Spielmann 10/20 
Perry Stancil 10/20 
Barbara Bryant 10/21 
Lois Rich 10/21 
Erica Davis 10/23 

Dennis Mitchell 10/23 
Rebecca Hobby 10/25 
Arthur Foster 10/26 
Joyce Stewart 10/27 
Trudy Baker 10/28 
Albert Martin 10/28 
Jada Dyer 10/29 
Liz Pingetzer 10/30 
Kris Hayek 10/31 
Linda Kelley 10/31 
Frances King 10/31 

     When you shop on AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable 
organization of your choice. 
       Every item available for purchase on 

www.amazon.com is also available on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) at the same price. You 
will see eligible products marked "Eligible for AmazonSmile donation" on their product detail 
pages. Go to: smileamazon.com and enter: Blairsville house of Prayer in the ‘Search Bar’. 

All proceeds benefit Canal Lake Bible Camp.

If your Birthday is in October and it is not 
listed here, we don’t have that 
information  in our database. If you would 
like your birthday to appear in HOP 
Newsletter, please call the church office or 
send your name and birthdate to 
info@houseofprayerblairsville.com

Jerry Farner 10/01 
Wayne Saylors 10/01 
Jeff Rogers 10/03 
Patrick Hoyer 10/04 
Scott Price 10/04 
Deon Brown 10/06 
Laurie Price 10/06 
Susie Phillips 10/09 
Suzanne Repp 10/09 
Kaley Wheeler 10/11 
Barbara Baity 10/13 
Angie Young 10/13 



By Peter Kough
Learning God’s Word at Wednesday Night HopStudents 
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students shocked to see that pictures of them are actually 
used for something!

     After sending out the HOP Newsletter and telling 
some HopStudents that the world was seeing 
pictures of them, I received hard stares, giggles of 
embarrassment and demands to see the evidence.  
While I am not prone to take many photos at all, I 
understand that it's a wonderful thing to see a small 
part of what is happening with the HopStudents. 
This month, I thought it would be nice to hear about 
what we have been learning. 
 
Week 1: We set the tone for what we want our 
culture to look like.  Specifically, the culture of our 
youth group. It doesn't have to be at all like every 
other thing they could go to, and why should it?  We 
looked at the early church in the book of Acts and 
focused on what we can see them doing. 
 
Week 2: We discussed the importance of learning 
and the different ways people learn.  We also 
jumped into some exercises for students to see 
how they best received information.  The goal with 
this is to make Wednesday nights have various 
forms of learning that connect them to scripture. 
 
Week 3: We continued putting the culture we want 
into play by, worshipping the Lord in song, and 
through the reading of His Holy Word.  We started 
big, in the book of Philemon. It is going super great 
and we will (Lord willing) finish studying the book 
(or chapter) very soon.

Pastor Peter’s ability to endure hours of  
Nintendo and live on junk food qualifies him  

for the Youth Pastor’s Hall of Fame.
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Continued from Page 1  Our Mission . . .
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith.” (Heb. 12:1b,2) While 
Pastor Jerry may be reiring, the race he was running has 
not ended.  You and I sill have a race marked out before 
us to run.  It’s our turn to take the baton, fix our eyes on 
the path of Christ—death to self so that all may know 
Him, walk with Him, and enjoy eternity with Him.   
     And we are not alone in this endeavor.  We are sill 
joined by the church elders and trustees, a commited 
group of godly men who acively ponder the path set 
before us.  My plea to you as your new pastor is just this, 
please be in prayer for us as your leaders as we seek to 
make the ways of the church sure and level in Christ 
alone.  I think of the track meets I watched our students 
compete in throughout the years.  We had some fast 
runners, but they only won when they remained in the 
lane prescribed for that race.  Their running would have 

Sun. 8:30-9:30 a.m. • Wed. 6:30-8 p.m.  •  Thurs. 9-3pm 
House of Prayer 

CHURCH LIBRARY • FLC—Room #228

     One of our members, an almost twelve-year-old, 
describes this book as one she highly recommends. “It has 
a really big storyline, the plots help you relate to the 
characters, and it made me cry.” The joint plots include two 
generations of young women: one who wanted to make 
her life count and the daughter who mourned a parental 
relationship that never was. The horrendous evil of the 
Holocaust sits as the backdrop for this compelling drama. 
     After her mother’s death, Hannah travels to Germany 
where she meets her grandfather. Here, Hannah gradually 
discovers the factors that made her mother the secretive 
non-communicative, and distant parent Hannah had never 
been able to understand. Her mother’s father, a hard and 
greedy man completely immersed in Hitler’s regime, played 
a big part in sending his heroic daughter to a concentration 
camp. Hannah begins to construct an understanding of the 
courage and strength her mother possessed. At the same 
time, the repulsive revelations she discovers about her 
grandfather and his sinister doctor friend, have 
international implications. A shaken Hannah worries that 
her family’s tragic past will wreck any future hopes she 
might entertain. Is redemption even possible and what 
from might it take?                                                                                                  

                                                Your HOP Librarians

LIBRARY BOOKS

Secrets She Kept 
By Cathy Gohlke

been fuile had they gone off the course.  In the same way, 
together we must watch out for each other, making sure 
that we are not swerving let or right off the path that is set 
before us.   
     I want you to know it is my great honor to be called your 
pastor.  Here’s my simple prayer:  Father, God, may we grow 
in the grace and knowledge of your son, Jesus together.  It’s 
a new chapter for everyone, but the mandate remains the 
same.  The God of the mandate remains the same.  The Holy 
Spirit’s power to fulfill the mandate remains the same, and 
the path of Christ remains the same.   I’m going to be 
following Jesus.  I believe he is calling us to join God in 
leading others into a growing relaionship with Jesus Christ.  
Will you follow him with me? 

Pastor Appreciation Fellowship 
Sunday, October 25th, 6:00 p.m. 
Coffee & Cheesecake Celebration 
Save the date to join us for this event!
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HOP KidZ

 FAMILY NIGHT  
Wednesday at HOP 

• AOK (Adventurous Outdoor Kids)  
FLC Upper Field 5:00 p.m.  • Fellowship Meal 5:30 p.m.  

$5/person or $20 Family of 4 or more  
  
 • HopStudents 6:30 p.m.  • Women’s Wednesday Night  

Study Group 6:30 p.m.  • Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.  
All at the Family Life Center 

See You There!

• HOP KidZ  6:30 p.m.

Come Join the Fun 
at HOP KidZ as we 

Celebrate The  
Greatness of God!



Missionary News
Love For The Least
     Covid has certainly changed all of our lives. Across the 
globe, it has been a disaster for the poor and vulnerable. 
     The UN is reporting that 6,000 children die every day from 
lack of food and medical care due to the Covid economic lock-
down. Refugees receive no food from the UN. So if they can't 
work - and all work is closed because of Covid - they can't eat.  
     Thanks to the generosity and compassion of our friends 
and supporters, we've been able to deliver emergency food 
relief to widows, orphans, the elderly refugees and the most 
vulnerable.  Together we are saving lives and communities 
and letting the least know they have not been forgotten by 
God. The need is immense and pressing and $50 will feed a 
family for a month.  
     We look past the bad news on the media and see what God 
is doing across the planet. And it's breathtaking. There are 3 
billion people with no access to the Gospel. Many are begin-
ning to hear the Good News for the first time ... and they are 
responding.  
     Disciple Making Movements (DMMs) are emerging and 
rapidly expanding. A DMM is defined as a missionary engage-
ment in an unreached area where 100 churches (house 
groups normally) are formed, multiply at least four times, and 
continue to expand. Eighteen months ago there were 708 
certified movements on the planet with about 2,900 being 
watched. These numbers included seven in the U.S. and Eu-
rope. 
     That's huge progress in just 18 months.                                                                                                                            
     Why does this really matter? Because the 
Kingdom of God comes when disciples are obe-
dient to Jesus. Obedient disciples bring the 
Kingdom and it's the Kingdom that heals all of 
the world's brokenness. 
     We make disciples who make disciples to 
bring communities under the Lordship of the 
King who defeated evil and death. And it's spec-
tacular to watch lives and regions transformed 
by Jesus. He's the answer. He's the only answer. 
     In East Africa, along with food and meds, we 
are helping care for 400 + orphans at three sites in Tanzania 
and Kenya. And we're building homes for widows there as 
able. These are the least. Father Jerry Academy in remote W. 
Kenya reopens this month as we continue providing quality 
education for these orphans and vulnerable children who 
would otherwise go without. Education is key to their futures.  
     In N. Iraq there are 1,000,000 refugees - Christian, Yezidi 
and Muslin - from ISIS. The 37 UN Camps are easy driving dis-
tance from our home. We're in our sixth year of refugee re-
covery and response in the region. The average stay in a U.N. 
refugee camp globally is eighteen years. So we're in this for 
the long haul.   
     The big goal in bringing the Kingdom to this dark place is 

creating affordable, sus-
tainable, easily replicable 
models for refugee recov-
ery. We are caring for 
400 orphans from ISIS; 
trauma care is their 
greatest need. 
     Our trauma care 
and learning 
centers are pro-
viding psycholog-
ical services, 
children's activ-
ities, along with 
English and com-
puter courses. This initia-
tive runs about $10,000 monthly and while this is massive 
for us, these costs are 75% less than the regional norm. In all 
of this the Yezidi People, who had never heard the Gospel be-
fore 2014, are seeing the love of Jesus for them in action.  
    Discipleship work is seeing gains and growing traction with 
Iranian, Syrian and Iraqi Kurds. The Yezidi are open; we need 
to get back and keep them moving forward. Please pray for 
Naji, our lead Kurdish church planter. Naji, a Muslim Back-
ground Follower of Jesus, is key to the work among the 
highly unreached Badini Kurds. His son recently turned him 
into the tribal leader who declared Naji will be killed if he 
doesn't revert to Islam. Pray for faith, trust and boldness. Naji 
recently wrote, "We need you back here by our sides." 

     The documentary on our work with refugees 
from ISIS in N. Iraq continues to win awards. 
The film is set for general release towards year 
end. But there's an upcoming opportunity to 
watch. You can find details at our website 
www.lovefortheleast.org. 
     We've recently become grandparents:  Ellie 
Grace was born 22 August.  Duck gets married 
in September. She and her husband Chris will 
return to N. Iraq to work with us after visiting 
churches in the U.S. Buck is starting his senior 

year of university in D.C. Classes are all online, the campus is 
closed.  We'll see him, and girlfriend, at the wedding. 
     Our plans are to visit church partners until December, then 
return to N. Iraq. Please pray these weekends go well. We 
have to raise 100% of our own support, plus ministry re-
sources, and live downstream financially from churches.  We 
trust in God to complete the work He has begun and are 
grateful for an amazing, faithful support team. 
     Thanks for loving the least with us in Jesus' Name! To-
gether we are shining the light of Christ in dark places. And 
we know that finding the lost makes God happy. Be assured 
of our love and prayers daily. All blessings,  
Jerry & Stacy Kramer 
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RESOURCES GUIDE
L
O
C
A
L

All advertised goods and services displayed here-in are paid advertisements and are not necessarily endorsed by House of Prayer Church.
Help support the production of the HOPE Newsletter. Advertise your business or service to your church family. Call 706-745-5925.

Hair Styling  
            by Pat McGill

    706-897-3468 
1960 Fairview Church Rd. 

Blairsville, GA 30512

Place your business card 
in the HOPE Newsletter TODAY!  

$30 six-months  - $60 per year 
All newsletter advertising must be pre-paid.  
Contact Carol Walker 706-745-5925     
Help Support the HOPE Newsletter

THE OLD SHED 
   SELF STORAGE 
         1317 PAT HARALSON MEM DR. 
               BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512

ROBERT  QUALTIERI 
706-781-9791 

ROBYN  WOODMANSEE 
706-974-5375

Walker Builders Quality Construction for Over 40 Years

skipWalker56@gmail.com                     706-835-7519

SWBC Mortgage Corporation   
Office: 706.719.0279 | Fax: 866.259.9036   
178 Bracketts Way Suite 5|Blairsville, GA, 30512

Leslie Michelle Hoyer, Sr. Loan Officer   
706.835.7286   

Email: leslie.hoyer@swbc.com 
Web: swbcmortgage.com/leslie-hoyer 

NMLS #1943016  -  GA #70680

HERE TO MAKE YOUR LIFE EASIER!  
DON’T HESITATE TO CALL!

ERRANDS  •  HOUSE/PET SITTING SERVICES & MORE! 
Contact us Mon-Sat, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

706-897-8043 (Text or Call) 
Email:  ccwrenservices@gmail.com  •  Website:  ccwrenservices.godaddysites.com 

Need Someone to: 
 • Get Groceries 
    • Run Errands 
       • Pick-up Dinner 
           • House or Pet SitCarrie Chapman, Proprietor



TRUNKTRUNK    

 TREATTREAT  

 

 
Wednesday  
October 28th 

We NEED: Trunks, Candy,  
Help to set-up and Run Games. 

If you are willing to help, 
 please contact Pastor Darryl Flake. 

Please bring your candy donation to Church, Sunday  
or to the Church office at FLC during the week 

 
Sponsored by House of Prayer Church  
706-745-5925  •  www.hopb.org

 or

6:00 til 8:00 p.m. 

HOT DOGS • FUN • GAMES • HAYRIDE 
 

Trunk or Treat is an event that provides a ministry opportunity 
and a safe family environment for trick or treaters. 

Please remember this is a family event with small children,  
so please keep decorations and costumes appropriate.
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A Going Church A Going Church   
For A Coming ChristFor A Coming Christ

Kitchen of HOPe  
A Community Outreach Ministry 

open each Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
HOP Family Life Center Snack Room  

Donations accepted for this ministy. 
Please note on your check “Soup Kitchen.”

Experiencing God’s Peace  – Philippians 4:6-7 

Biblical Counseling  

for Men 
 

Counseling is available, free of charge.  
 

To set up an appointment, contact  
Pastor Tom Langford through 

 the church office, via his email at  
pastortom627@brmemc.net  
or cell phone 706-970-9843. 

     We collect shoebox gifts for children around the 
world as an expression of God’s love. Please join 
us again this year in spreading the Good News of 
the Gospel by packing shoeboxes. 
     This year, more than ever, it is important to reach 
children around the world who have been affected 
by the Covid virus. Shoeboxes will be available in 
the church foyer and the FLC. Please take as many 
as you feel led to fill and return them to the church 
by Sunday, November 15th. 

 
Thank you for participating in the important ministry. 

Tim & Stephanie Switzer

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD


