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• Jan. 1st - Church Offices Closed

Happy New Year!

• Jan. 3rd - Mission Cmt. Meeting
FLC - 6:00 p.m.

• Jan. 5th - Special Sunday Program
by HOP Elders

• Jan. 9th - New Ladies Bible Study
begins, “Becoming A Woman of
Influence” - 9:30 a.m. FLC
(No Evening Class)

• Jan. 12th - Winter Equip Classes
begin, 5:30 p.m. FLC 

• Jan. 17th & 18th - Men’s Conference
FLC - Begins Friday 6:00 p.m. 

“Therefore, if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”

These words from 2 Corinthians
5:17 have been an encouragement
down through the ages to believers
in Jesus Christ. They are a solid
reminder that when we give our
hearts and lives to the Lord we are
different than before. A change has
taken place. Romans chapter 6
would then encourage us to
“walk” in that new life.  As we
enter into another year (can you
believe 2020?) this Scripture seems
very appropriate.

“Revelation 21 Then I saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no
more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. 3
And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling
place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. 4 He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor

pain anymore, for the former things
have passed away.”5 And he who
was seated on the throne said,
“Behold, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this
down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” 6 And he
said to me, “It is done! I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give
from the spring of the water of life
without payment. 7 The one who
conquers will have this heritage, and
I will be his God and he will be my
son.”

Just like people, the whole of
God’s creation longs for that new
beginning. That could very well be
what is talked about in Romans 8,
when The Holy Scriptures speak of
all creation groaning.

These may just be the musings
of an old pastor.  However, the
undisputed Truth is that in Him we
are made new, new creations
walking in newness of life.  And,
although we have been marred by
the effects of sin, one day we will
be liberated to bask in His New
Creation. Now that is something to
not only look forward to but to live
for!

Happy New Year, and remember,
God’s mercies are new each
morning!  Yeah!

House of Prayer Annual

MEN’S CONFERENCE
January 17th & 18th, 2020
Fellowship • Worship • Prayer • Steak Dinner

Follow

Me
Matthew 4:19

I Will Make You . . .



January Birthdays

You may not see them often, but they are still members of our church community.
Please send them a card of encouragement or give them a call when you can. 

Please call the church office for phone numbers and addresses.

Nursing Home
Donna Borozny

Betty Bridges

Pete & Jane Easter

Cathy McHenry

Jeanette Payne

Pat Phillips

Russ Hopple

Remember Our Shut-Ins

January 2020 • Page 2

Homebound

Jean Murray

Mae Penland

Robert Bridges

Richard & Jean Faille
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The mission of the House of Prayer Church is to bring glory to Jesus Christ 
through worship and praise, to evangelize the lost, to edify and equip the body of

Christ, and to show Christ’s love to all.

• Senior Pastor, Jerry W.  Helton
•  Minister of Music, Mildred LeCroy  • Assistant Pastor & C.E. Director, Darryl Flake

• Student Ministries Pastor, Jeff Olver • Student Ministries Assistant, John Spaulding
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Tim Switzer 01/01

Madison Grace Torres 01/02

Anthony VanBeers JR 01/03

Suzanne LeJeune 01/04

Brenda Richardson 01/04

Bobbie Smith 01/04

Pat Phillips 01/05

Helen Baenninger 01/06

Steven Tanner 01/06

Verinne Kane 01/07

Deneice Smith 01/07

Buzz Sabin 01/09

Judy Spiva 01/09

Pat McGill 01/10

GT Ray 01/12

Eddie Shaffer 01/12

Jacob Kelley 01/13

Judy Teague 01/16

Sarah Faneuff 01/17

Caitlyn Patrick 01/17

Marilyn Stowe 01/17

Mike Holman 01/18

Judy Kurtz 01/18

Delaney Mathews 01/21

Jill Robinson 01/21

Bonnie Crider 01/22

Radar Reynard 01/22

Leroy Taylor 01/23

Karen Mussoline 01/24

Barbie Helton 01/25

David Nickerson 01/25

Declan Hollandsworth 01/27

Luke McPherson 01/27

Crystal Busbee 01/28

Courtney Busbee 01/28

Jeremy Crubaugh 01/28

Ursula Galloway 01/29

Mari Himmelheber 01/30

Nancy Hutchinson 01/30

Diane Jones 01/30

Warren Moore 01/30

Sandy Schumacher 01/31

Owen Sellers 01/31

When you shop on AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable
organization of your choice.

Every item available for purchase on
www.amazon.com is also available on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) at the same price. You
will see eligible products marked "Eligible for AmazonSmile donation" on their product detail
pages. Go to: SmileAmazon.com and enter: Blairsville House of Prayer in the ‘Search Bar’.

All proceeds benefit Canal Lake Bible Camp.

If your Birthday is in January and it is not
listed here, we don’t have that
information  in our database. If you would
like your birthday to appear in HOP
Newsletter, please call the church office or
send your name and birthdate to
info@houseofprayerblairsville.com



Missionary News
Let's Get Equipped

Many of us have been greatly blessed since our church
started offering Equip classes on Sunday night. During the fall I
was privileged to facilitate the Meet Our Missionaries class
during which some of us got to rub elbows with several of our
missionaries. But the variety of classes has been like a spiritual
smorgasbord from which it is difficult to choose because they
are all so good. For those of you who either savored one of the
other awesome offerings, or did not attend any of the classes,
I would like to share a bit of what we learned from one of the
missionaries that HOP helps to support. 

Randy and Sherri Dodd have been receiving support from
HOP for many years. He has been a keynote speaker at our
Missions conference and you may remember him as the
missionary who prayed with such fervor for the Brovkos at our
2019 conference. He was saved early in life and attended
church regularly. Growing up in the south, Randy and Sherri
did not know what they were in for when they became
missionaries in Oslo, Norway.  But it was more than the cold
weather that shocked them when living in that country. As
Randy pastored a church there, he became aware that the
perspective of the church he had grown up with in America did
not always jive with that of the international congregation he
was trying to minister to in Norway. He discovered that much
of what he had been accustomed to think of as nonnegotiable
Biblical truth was more man's cultural tradition than scripture.
Traditions are not necessarily bad, but what some of the
people in the church he was pastoring eventually showed him
was that he had unwittingly come under a bondage of legalism
that was draining him of life and joy. The problem was that
Randy had truly believed what he had been taught under the
guise of absolute truth and now he was being forced to decide
where he truly stood on these issues.

For a while, this resulted in a crisis of faith which affected his
marriage and his relationship with his home church as well as
his mission board. Because he had a family at this time, Randy
worried that sharing his concerns with his supporters in
America might result in censure and loss of financial
assistance.  To whom could he turn?

During the course of these events, Randy started writing.
His book, Wisdom Hunter was the result of the crisis he was
enduring. Because this book dealt with some things that
would differ from the views of his home church and mission
board, Randy was hesitant to publish his work.  A couple of
Christian publishers even rejected it on the basis of its
controversial content.  One publisher, however, saw great
potential in the work and accepted it with editing. Randy was
apprehensive about going public with it, but finally agreed to
publish it under the pen name Randall Arthur which was

actually Randy's first and
middle names. 

Eventually the Dodds
went home on
furlough, and Randy
felt convicted that
he should reveal to
his sending church
and mission board
that he was the
author of this
controversial book. As a
result, he was summoned by them and severely
reprimanded for what he had written. Most of his supporting
churches, after being informed of his dismissal by the mission
board, withdrew support.  Wisdom Hunter, however, became
very popular and many sincere Christians not only sympathized
with Randy but had encountered similar situations.

Well, I am not going to go into details about the content of
the book, but let me say that it is available along with several
other of Randy's books in our church library and on Amazon.
He is an excellent writer, and if you want to curl up with some
engrossing reading this winter, I suggest that you check out
one of his novels or educational works. 

Currently, Randy recruits and trains teams to go on short
term mission trips to encourage the church in Europe, and I
was privileged to have been on one of these team trips to
Germany.   He and Sherri have worked for over 20 years in
Europe and have a good understanding of what is involved in
adapting to new cultures and learning new languages. Randy
also ministers in the U.S. speaking at churches, colleges, and to
motorcycle groups. 

As a result of their early experiences as missionaries, Sherri
founded Advance Global Coaching, an organization that works
with missionaries to prepare them for the field, to stand
beside them to counsel and encourage them while they are
there, and to help them deal with all they may encounter both
from the people they are ministering to as well as co-workers.

According to Sherri, "Most mission agencies give or require
some training up front before a worker departs for the field
and if there is a crisis at some point they hopefully offer
counseling. Many organizations struggle to care for their
people in between training and a crisis. Our AGC coaching
team provides emotional and spiritual support for your
important journey. We want you to be more effective and
accomplish all God has for you."

Randy and Sherri shared their hearts with us at our Equip
class and I urge you to encourage them by sending them an
email at rdhus@aol.com.  Please remember this godly couple
in your prayers, and don't forget to get equipped by coming to
one of the classes.

By Gail Arnold
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WINTER BLOCK
Equip Class Sign Up Sheet in the Foyer.

Sign up Today!
Classes Begin Sunday, January 12th, 5:30 p.m.

• OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
The Old Testament can be summarized by nine main historical periods
which are: The Creation, Abraham and the Hebrew Patriarchs, Moses and
the Exodus, Joshua and the Conquest of Canaan, Samson and the Judges,
David and Solomon, The Divided Kingdom, The Destruction of Israel and
Judah, and Ezra and the Return from Captivity. 
The time frame of the Old Testament is about 3600 years. We’re going to
take a look at those 3600 years in just seven weeks. WOW! Come join in for
a fascinating, fast-paced flyover of the thirty-nine books contained in the
Old Testament that are divided into nine main historical periods. 
P.S.: Be sure to bring and fasten your seat belts. 
Taught by Tom Langford

• LIVING A LIFE OF TRUE WORSHIP
Louie Giglio has defined worship as simply "our response to what we value
the most." Since worship is not a Sunday only thing but an all the time
thing, we need to learn how to live a life of true worship. Living a Life of
True Worship is a no-homework Bible study that will use the inductive
approach in discovering what the Word of God says and means. The study
is designed so that each group member completes each lesson together at
the same time. So come and learn how we can magnify the Lord together.
Taught by Darryl Flake

• Design for Discipleship: WALKING WITH CHRIST
If we are to live as a strong and mature disciple of Christ, we must know
and understand the promises of God and what His will is for our lives. This
study will include five vital aspects of your ongoing walk with Him: devel-
oping spiritual maturity, living under Christ’s lordship, trusting God’s prom-
ises to you, discerning God’s will for your life, and living with the heart of a
servant. Participation in previous studies in this series is not a requirement. 
Discussion Leader: Alan Young • Suggested donation: $5

• MANHOOD AND FATHERHOOD (Men Only)
In this class, we dive into the definition of biblical manhood and
fatherhood. This class is for dads, grandfathers, uncles, and any
man who is a role model for a child. Primarily using the “Raising A
Modern Day Knight” curriculum, we will explore the myths and
legends of being a godly man and a strategic father in these
modern times. We will use the Bible, personal experiences, movie
clips, and other Christian sources to assist you on how to instruct
your children becoming the strong men and women as well as
giving you tools to be a better husband and father. Boys look to
fathers to tell them when they are a man and daughters look to
fathers to show them how they should be treated by seeing their
parents. We will finish this class with our own public knighting
ceremony (with a real sword, of course!). 
Taught by Michael Brown

• BOOK OF THE BIBLE: COLOSSIANS
This class will be an exegetical study of Paul’s letter to the
Colossians. We will be looking at the church at Colossae and how
legalism, asceticism, and mysticism have infiltrated the
congregation. Paul wrote to address these issues with his common
theme being Christ’s supremacy and all-sufficiency. We will learn
what his letter would have meant to the Colossians and how we
can apply those same doctrines and principles today.
Taught by Jake Kelley

2020

SAVE THE DATE:

CLBC Fund-Raiser Event

Valentines Pot-Luck Fellowship
and Dessert Auction
Sunday • February 9th • 5:00 p.m.
Family Life Center

The Congregation is asked to bring food dishes of  all
varieties to share with the group.
No Dessert Needed!

Proceeds help send kids to CLBC this Summer.

SAVE THE DATE:SAVE THE DATE:

Ladies Prayer BreakfastLadies Prayer Breakfast
February 1st • 9:00 a.m.February 1st • 9:00 a.m.

The Skillet RestaurantThe Skillet Restaurant

Please sign up Please sign up 

in the Church foyer.in the Church foyer.

JOIN US!

5:30 p.m. - FLC
$5/person 

($20 for Family of 4 or more)

EACH WEDNESDAY,

House of Prayer offers a Fellowship Meal 

at the Family Life Center.  This is an opportunity for you to

meet new friends and fellowship over a hot meal. 

Join us this Wednesday and see what you’ve been missing! 

Kitchen of HOPe
A Community Outreach Ministry

Open each Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
HOP Family Life Center Snack Room

Donations gratefully accepted for this ministy.
Please note on your check “Soup Kitchen.”

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Homestead Hospice
is looking for a few ordinary people with extraordinary HEARTS.

Are you ready for a rewarding experience? 

Join our unique Hospice Volunteer community.

We believe the power of volunteering changes lives.

For more information please  contact: Shannon Larsen

shannon.larsen@homesteadhospice.net or 706-835-3960



A while back Cort and I headed back to the car

after ascending Blood Mountain. It was getting

darker the further we traveled until eventually our

eyes couldn’t adjust enough to the darkness to pick

our steps. The blood mountain trail is particularly

bumpy and filled with tree roots and rocks that I

usually trip over even during the day time. We

didn’t have any flashlights, my phone was dead,

and there was a full moon above, so Cort pulled

out his phone light and took the lead. As

unimpressive as his phone’s flashlight is, it brought

a lot of clarity to our path. Walking carefully guided

by the small light, I remembered this part in

Psalms: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light

to my path”  – Psalm 119:105

It was cool personally experiencing the

metaphor the Psalmist used in order to get his

point across. Having light wasn’t just helpful for

our traveling… it was essential. Apparently, the

Psalmist also thought that God’s word had the

same value in bringing clarity and direction to his

life.

There were a lot of times in my early Christian

life where I sought for God’s direction without a

basic understanding of Biblical truth. I was left kind

of directionless, waiting for signs from God, and

swayed by anyone who had an opinion. While there

are times in the Christian life where I think it is okay

to be directionless, I don’t think that God desires

for His people to live their entire life in the dark like

I was.
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By John Spaulding

STUDENT
MINISTRIES

House of Prayer Church  House of Prayer Church  
Blairsville, GeorgiaBlairsville, Georgia

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 

but through love serve one another.”  but through love serve one another.”  –– Galatians 5:13  Galatians 5:13  

The Psalmist is wanting us to see the value of

God’s word… especially in a dark world. It seems

that God wants His people to make decisions

informed by His worldview that can only come from

investing time and energy to understanding His

word. 

Missionaries in foreign countries tell stories of

when they finally

translated the Bible

into a tribe’s native

language. Some of the

people would read

their new Bible all

night until morning

because they are so

eager to learn what

God has to say. In

other places, people walk the entire day to another

village just to hear ‘God’s talk’ from a missionary

teaching from Scripture. To those people, God’s

word is valuable enough to know, because they

know how dark the world is apart from truth.

In my experience, God’s word has given me so

much clarity, direction, and peace the more I study.

Great teachers and disciples have also contributed

to my understanding of Scripture as well. That is

why I am deeply encouraged by the Equip classes on

Sunday nights as a ministry of further equipping our

church with a wholesome understanding of

Scripture. If you feel like you are in a dark place in

your life with no direction, studying Scripture under

the guidance of a teacher in an Equip class could be

a great place to start!

Light Your Path
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All advertised goods and services displayed here-in are paid advertisements and are not necessarily endorsed by House of Prayer Church.

Help support the production of the HOPE Newsletter. Advertise your business or service to your church family. Call 706-745-5925.

Hair Styling 
by Pat McGill

706-897-3468

1960 Fairview Church Rd.

Blairsville, GA 30512

Place your business card
in the HOPE Newsletter TODAY!

$30 six-months  - $60 per year
All newsletter advertising must be pre-paid.

Contact Carol Walker 706-745-5925

Help Support the HOPE Newsletter

LAWNCARELAWNCARE
ServicesServices

Ethan Thomas   706-994-4035Ethan Thomas   706-994-4035

Ridge Mini Storage
706-994-7282

45 Dyer Rdg., Blairsville, GA 30512

Boat & RV Parking Available: 
Call for Pricing

10’x10’: $45/month   •   10’x15’: $60/month
$40 Refundable Deposit

THE OLD SHED

SELF STORAGE
1317 PAT HARALSON MEM DR.

BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512

ROBERT  QUALTIERI

706-781-9791

ROBYN  WOODMANSEE

706-974-5375

Walker Builders
Quality Construction for Over 40 Years

SkipWalker56@gmail.com                     706-835-7519
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A Going Church A Going Church 

For A Coming ChristFor A Coming Christ

NEW 
LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
BEGINS 
JANUARY 9TH
9:30 a.m.  • FLC
Morning Class ONLY

Becoming a Woman of Influence
Class Facilitator: Pat Strickland

Sign up in the Church foyer.

House of Prayer Annual

MEN’S CONFERENCE
January 17th & 18th, 2020
Fellowship • Worship • Prayer • Steak Dinner

Presenters:

Pastor Scotty Jarrard,
Harmony Grove Baptist

Pastor Marty Duncan,
Fellowship of The Hills

Pastor Jonathan Hood,
Youngstown Baptist

Follow

Me
Matthew 4:19

I Will Make You . . .
Friday, 1/17 (5:30-9:30 p.m.)

5:30 p.m. Registration
6:00 p.m. Steak Dinner

Saturday, 1/18 (7:30-12:00 p.m.)
7:30 a.m. Breakfast

Location:
House of Prayer Family Life Center

$35 (Pre-Register and Pay by 1/6/20)   •   $45 (If paid after 1/7/20 or at the door)

Please register and Pay by Sunday 1/6/20.

Make check payable to House of Prayer and note in the memo “Men’s Conference.”

Sign up online at www.hopb.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Homestead Hospice
is looking for a few ordinary people with extraordinary HEARTS.

Are you ready for a rewarding experience? 

Join our unique Hospice Volunteer community.

We believe the power of volunteering changes lives.

For more information please  contact: Shannon Larsen

shannon.larsen@homesteadhospice.net or 706-835-3960


